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Knobula Monumatic

Eurorack modular synthesis innovator Knobula announces the availability of

Monumatic as the latest product to embody its no-screen, no-preset philosophy -

perfectly realised as a fully-polyphonic eight-voice synthesizer and monophonic

synthesizer implemented into a compact 12HP Eurorack module - as of April 15…

Fancifully following in the footsteps of its (now-discontinued) Poly Cinematic

predecessor from which it takes its inspiration, there is no mistaking Monumatic’s

raison d’être in the wonderful world of the ever-expanding Eurorack modular

system format - further highlighted by its front panel-positioned descriptive

(polyphonic synthesizer) wording. Oscillation, of course, is central to any

synthesizer, polyphonic or otherwise, and Monumatic duly delivers. Indeed, it

features 16 selectable oscillator modes to provide a diverse range of classic and

futuristic tone generation using virtual analogue algorithms exclusively,

encompassing Casio-style Phase Distortion (CZ), Solina-style string synth (Ens),

‘noisy cassette’ strings (Noise), percussive drawbar organs (Perc), pulse width

modulation (PW), Roland-style SuperSaw (Super 7), and Polymoog-style Vox

Humana (Vox), as well as some gnarly-sounding asymmetric sync oscillators. All are

modelled without samples and all are further adjustable in timbre using the Detune

control. Such selectable modes provide the foundation for further signal processing

through the Filter and (stereo) Reverb effect sections.

Six powerful filter types are on offer, including a four-stage all-pass filter for phase
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shift effects (Phase), 12 dB/Oct high pass filter (High), 12 dB/Oct low-pass filter

(Low), 24 dB/Oct Butterworth low-pass filter (LP24), 12 dB/Oct dual-peak notch filter

(Notch), and a vowel filter for creating vocal effects (Vowel); each can be overdriven

by the Drive setting. Duly designed to align with Knobula’s ethos - ease of

operation, tactile engagement, and uncompromising sound quality - established by

Poly Cinematic before it, Monumatic’s minimal controls access a wealth of sounds

and avoid the need to scroll through thousands of complex presets.

Put it this way: while Monumatic supports full analogue control of every parameter

using two instantly-assignable control voltage inputs (CV A and CV B), as well as

providing additional Gate In, V/Oct, and Filter (cutoff) CV inputs - it is possible to

polyphonically play the module directly via the Midi In control input, its

comprehensive MIDI (Musical Instrument Digital Interface) CC (Control Change) and

MPE (MIDI Polyphonic Expression) implementation play their part in providing

unparalleled potential for expression and integration into the Eurorack universe.

Using a single CV/Gate input, the eight built-in chord presets can be custom

programmed to provide polyphonic stabs and pads, while CV/Gate arpeggios can

also be layered polyphonically or ‘plucked’ using long release times since

Monumatic distributes extra voices where necessary. Needless to say, the mono /

poly function allows Monumatic to switch between acting as a fully-capable

polysynth or legato monosynth at the touch of a button. When working in

polyphonic mode, Monumatic introduces an advanced micro-tuning system to

modular synthesis, whereby it can replicate the organic drift of vintage analogue

oscillators or apply realtime tuning temperaments to enhance harmonic authenticity

using adaptive ‘just’ intonation - itself assignable to CV control.

Creatively building upon the Poly Cinematic module that kickstarted Knobula’s

successful entry into the Eurorack market, Monumatic readily refines the concept of

a hands-on compact polysynth by extending CV functionality, adding more oscillator

modes, and more filter types, as well as a whole host of other features further

expanding the sonic possibilities of a synthesizer voice implemented into a compact

12HP module. Making a little room for a lot of tone generation makes a lot of sense

for owners of any Eurorack modular system, surely.

Monumatic is available to purchase directly through the Knobula Shop and also from

Knobula’s growing global network of resellers.

www.knobula.com
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