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Neuzeit Instruments DROP

Which live performer doesn't know this situation: You build the tension to
immeasurable heights, add another filter here, three more effects there, hands go
up in the air, everyone's waiting for the big drop... and then you realize: You can't
find your way out of the chaos you've created. The sweat on your forehead drips
onto your equipment, and in a firework of spraying sparks, your devices and your
fans say goodbye forever... This doesn't have to happen!

With Drop, you can now map your MIDI equipment across devices and easily store
different controller positions as snapshots. During performance, you can jump back
to these snapshots at any time (JUMP mode) and trigger them. All of this can be
quantized and with variable fade time, allowing you to use a snapshot for slowly
building tension and automatically have multiple controllers move simultaneously.

A particularly useful feature, is firing snapshots in DROP mode at exactly the right
moment, precisely at the end of a pattern of, for example, 8 bars. For this purpose,
Drop features an integrated master clock that counts any number between 1 and 32
bars (= cycle). In DROP mode, you can schedule a snapshot to trigger at the end of
a cycle, build tension and go crazy on effects until then, and lean back as the
snapshot automatically turns the controllers at exactly the right moment, bringing
your live set back to solid ground.

Saving and recalling snapshots is quick and simple even during live situations,
allowing you to work spontaneously with new snapshots on-the-fly during your
performance. The LED buttons always provide clear visual feedback about what's
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happening. If you want to plan further ahead, you can prepare sequences of DROP
snapshots according to your song arrangement in the studio. Then use CHAIN mode
to automatically trigger them sequentially on stage. Multiple chains and banks of
snapshots are available, allowing you to configure your live set according to a song-
by-song structure.

As with our Warp Synthesizer, Drop has two main operating levels: The PLAY level
with direct hands-on access to the most important parameters, and the MENU level
for studio configuration. The PLAY level is reduced to the essentials, such as the
clear progress display (how many bars until the DROP at the end of the cycle),
similar to a countdown clock. The buttons can be used for beat jumps, allowing you
to spontaneously extend or shorten a break. Also, the number of bars per cycle and
the quantization behavior can be changed on-the-fly. Everything is easily and
directly accessible without submenus or hidden button combinations.

Mapping is done in the MENU level, directly on the device. No additional software is
required, ensuring Drop isn't dependent on outdated operating systems in the
future. Copy/paste/move functions and MIDI-Learn help with quick setup.
Furthermore, an integrated MIDI monitor allows recording and analyzing incoming
and outgoing messages. All possible MIDI commands are supported, including 14-bit
CCs (NRPN), Program Change, Bank Select, Aftertouch, Pitchbend, and of course
CCs and Notes.

Each controller enables macro mapping by sending up to eight different MIDI
messages simultaneously to any MIDI output port. Individual curves can be assigned
to each destination. This allows you to control multiple devices simultaneously with
one knob, giving you a manageable number of highly expressive controls for your
live set. MIDI messages can also be assigned to snapshots, so that, for example,
device programs and banks can be changed automatically in sync with a snapshot
DROP. On the output side, four MIDI In/Out ports via TRS jacks (types A and B) and
two USB-C ports are available. Device and host modes are automatically detected,
allowing connection not only to synths and grooveboxes but also to external
keyboards, two laptops, or other MIDI controllers via USB.

Thanks to the multiple outputs, each connected device gets its own dedicated MIDI
port with full data rate and all 16 MIDI channels, plus its own independent MIDI
clock. This can even be adjusted individually for each output down to the
millisecond, ensuring all devices run in perfect sync. Additionally, there are two CV
outputs that can also be used for clock signals or as freely assignhable 0-5V CV
voltages. If one of the receiving devices accidentally falls out of sync, e.g., by
accidentally pressing the stop/play button, Drop offers a quickly accessible resync
button that resynchronizes all devices at the beginning of the next bar. As a master
clock generator, there's also a nudge function for manual beat matching (DJ-style),
or you can simply synchronize Drop to an incoming MIDI clock or a 0-5V clock from
your modular system.

Another function is the reception and forwarding of incoming MIDI signals. Via the
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MIDI merge function, incoming messages can be filtered by channel and distributed
to the connected devices. This allows a master sequencer that outputs sequences
for all devices on multiple channels to be connected and appropriately routed
through Drop. Drop adds the MIDI messages from its own controllers (MIDI merge),
so the receiver gets the sum of both signals. You can go even further and integrate
an external MIDI keyboard, allowing you to play some of your own notes in addition
to the sequencer. Such routing was previously mainly reserved for software
solutions, but now you can save having a laptop on stage, as Drop takes over this
hub function.

The silicone buttons for snapshots can also be used as a 4x4 clip launcher for
Ableton Live integration, parallel to snapshot control. Simply load the corresponding
script from below into the appropriate folder on your computer. Drop now offers
navigation through Ableton clips with RGB LED feedback, play/stop functionality for
clips and tracks, scene triggering, and even the ability to start a scene in sync with
a snapshot DROP.

Even without Ableton, the button matrix doubles as a convenient mini keyboard,
allowing you to trigger notes on your favorite synth without lugging around extra
gear. It includes practical features like customizable scales and transpose functions
to enhance your playing flexibility.

Drop can be powered via USB-C, allowing it to be elegantly connected to a laptop
with just one USB-C cable. However, an external power supply is also included to
effectively prevent the notorious ground loops in branched USB setups. The power
supply also contains globally compatible power adapters (EU, UK, US, AU), making it
ready for global tours. The package also includes a USB-C cable, a USB-C to USB-A
adapter, and two MIDI-TRS cables with 3.5mm stereo jacks. The solid metal housing,
metal faders and encoders, and high-quality soft-touch buttons guarantee long-
lasting enjoyment and professional touring reliability.

Technical Specifications:

e Connect all your live performance gear to one master controller

e 20 banks with 20 snapshots to store and recall the state of all controls

e 32 push-encoders without detents, 8 mutes, 8 faders, duplicated on 2 layers
A/B

2 x MIDI USB-C port, automatic device or host detection

4 x MIDI In and 4 x MIDI Out via TRS type A or B

2 x CV-In and 2 x CV-Out for clocks and 0-5V control signals

Macro mappings, up to 8 MIDI targets and individual curves per control
Merge incoming MIDI (e.g. from a sequencer) with Drop‘s MIDI out

MIDI clock in/out with individual millisec delays to perfectly sync all gear
CCs, Notes, 14-bit CCs, program+bank change, Aftertouch, Pitchbend
Ableton clip launcher (script available) and note keyboard mode

Fast and intuitive mapping on the device itself - no external software
required
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e Powered through USB-C or external power supply (included)
e Solid metal chassis, metal shaft encoders, built to last

www.neuzeit-instruments.com
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